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Inspiring Primary History 

 
A Schools History Project Conference in partnership 

with the British Museum and the Historical 
Association 

 
Saturday 30 January, 2016 

10.00am-4.00pm   
 

The British Museum  
Great Russell Street, London WC1B 3DG 

 
 

Course Fee: £120.00 
(including lunch and refreshments) 

 
The day will include: 
 

 Keynote presentations from Mike Maddison on the current challenges and 

opportunities in primary history and Kate Moorse on wider world history in the 

primary curriculum 

 Five inspiring workshops led by some of the country’s most creative history 

educators. Each workshop will help you to plan engaging and challenging 

history lessons.   

 Ideas for using the British Museum collections to enrich the teaching of 

history in your school 

For booking go to: www.schoolshistoryproject.org.uk  

                                                                                             

 

http://www.schoolshistoryproject.org.uk/


 

 

Programme 
 
 

 9:30 - 10:00 Coffee and registration  

10:00 - 10:10 Welcome 

10:10 - 11:10 Primary History: Mission Possible   

Mike Maddison 

  

11:10 - 11:30 Refreshments 

11:30 - 12:45 

Workshop A 

 

Back to the Future! 

Helen Maddison 

 

Workshop B The riches of Benin 

Paul Bracey 

 

Workshop C Literacy-boosting history lessons  

Jennifer Donovan 

 

Workshop D Making the most of the British Museum collections  

Karin Doull  

 

Workshop E Teaching Prehistory   

Lizzie Edwards 

 

12:45 - 13:30 

 

Lunch and explore the British Museum 

 

13:30 - 14:45 

Workshop A 

 

Back to the Future! 

Helen Maddison 
 

Workshop B The riches of Benin 

Paul Bracey 

 

Workshop C Literacy-boosting history lessons  

Jennifer Donovan 

 

Workshop D Making the most of the British Museum Collections 

Karin Doull 

 

Workshop E Teaching Prehistory  

Lizzie Edwards  

 

14:45 - 15:00 

 

Refreshments 

 

15:00 - 16:00 

 
 
History and the wider world 
Kate Moorse  



 

 

 
 

PLENARIES 
 
Primary history: Mission Impossible? 
In this plenary, Mike will analyse the current challenges and opportunities in primary history and will show 
through classroom examples how teachers are making it ‘Mission Possible’ 
Mike Maddison, Director Maddison Education Consultancy; Deputy President Historical 
Association; Former National Lead for History, Ofsted.   
   
History and the wider world 
What do the early civilisations and ‘non-European’ studies bring to the primary curriculum? In this plenary, 
Kate will explore the opportunities and choices for developing children’s global perspectives on the past.  
Kate Moorse, History and humanities consultant and tutor (ITT); Hon. Fellow SHP  
   
WORKSHOPS 
 
Workshop A: Back to the Future!  
Looking for inspiration when planning? Not sure where to start with your post 1066 thematic study? Then 
fasten your seatbelts, this workshop is for you! It will provide some suggestions to help get you started and 
encourage a more adventurous approach to your planning. We’ll consider how to make links to current 
affairs and ways to respond to children’s interests with the aim of electrifying your class with a blast from 
the past! (Hoverboards not included.) 
Helen Maddison, Y4/5 Class Teacher and History Subject Leader at Lady Elizabeth Hastings’ 
Primary School, Thorp Arch, Yorkshire, member of the HA editorial board for Primary History  
 
Workshop B: The riches of Benin  
This workshop will explore what makes the history of Benin such a rich study for Key Stage 2 history. 
Taking the British Museum’s Benin bronzes as his starting point, Paul will share a range of engaging 
learning activities which can be used to build pupils’ knowledge and understanding of Benin and of its 
significance in world history.    
Paul Bracey, Senior Lecture in History Education at Northampton University, Secretary of Midlands 
History Forum, and a Member of the HA Primary Committee and Editorial Board  
 
Workshop C: Literacy-boosting History lessons 
This workshop will help you to plan effective and creative history lessons that also support the teaching of 
reading and writing. The focus will be on how the new history curriculum can facilitate engaging literacy 
activities within the classroom. Jennifer’s workshop will suggest a range of ways in which learning 
objectives for English can be incorporated into history lessons.   
Jennifer Donovan, Writing and History Coordinator for a Specialist Dyslexia Teaching Centre based 
in Chiswick, London 
 
Workshop D: Making the most of the British Museum collections in Key Stage 2 History 
The British Museum holds examples of material culture from around the world. It’s collections are often the 
product of past archaeologists who sent back the results of their investigations. Much of the content of the 
KS2 curriculum can be accessed through the resources of the museum. This workshop will investigate how 
the themes of war and wealth can be traced across different periods using resources from the museum’s 
collections. 
Karin Doull, University of Roehampton 
 
Workshop E: Teaching Prehistory 
Are you looking for ideas and inspiration on how to teach the prehistory curriculum? Are you interested in 
how virtual environments could be used as a teaching tool? If so, attending this workshop will fuel you with 
new ideas and creative methods for engaging your pupils with prehistory. The hands-on workshop will use 
the British Museum’s Bronze Age virtual reality environment as well as publically available 3D scans of 
objects, to demonstrate how teaching of this complex subject can be enhanced by free digital resources. 
You will come away with fresh ideas for teaching techniques to use with your own class.  
Lizzie Edwards, Education Manager: Samsung Digital Learning Programme, British Museum 
 
 
 

 
 



 

 

 
HOW TO BOOK A PLACE 

All applications and payments for this event will be made online.   
 
Just go to http://www.schoolshistoryproject.org.uk/ and click on the SHP 
Primary Conference link to make an on-line application and payment.  
Please follow all steps for a successful application. You will receive an 
acknowledgement by return email confirming your payment. Further 
information will be sent after the closing date of 21 January 2016. 
 
If you experience any difficulties in booking online please contact 
Liz on 0113 2837100 ext 556 or email shp@leedstrinity.ac.uk 
 

 
 
 

PRICES 

 Full day rate              £120.00 

 Special rate conference fee for trainees:                  £20.00 
(Please note that trainee places are limited) 
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