CHAPTER 1 THE WARS OF THE ROSES: THE ESSENTIALS

The Story of the Wars of the Roses to 1461

How long did the Wars of the Roses last and what was the overall pattern of events? Pages 4-7 give you an

The Essentials to 1461

understanding of the outline of the whole topic, perhaps the most important 4 pages in the book! 1. England was ruled successfully by the 3. The first battle was about who would be Henry’s

nobles while Henry VI was a child. chief councillor. It was NOT a battle for the crown.
The b(’)xes' tell you the story of events. The line 9f the graph shows you how successful the l.<1ngs were in achieving 2. Henry VI completely failed to provide 4. The nobles wanted to keep Henry as king despite
the objectives set out alqng the gold bar. If the line of the graph is high on the page then a king was §uccessful effective kingship when he grew up. his failures but he was deposed by Edward of York
because England was united and peaceful. If the graph falls towards the bottom of the page then a king was a ‘0 1461

failure; war or rebellion had broken out.
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\L\$6 1. 1413-1422 King Henry V — the ideal king %/7
Henry V was extremely successful. He beat the French at the . .
battle of Agincourt, conquered northern France and there was Th.e LancaStrlan.s . The Yorkists ;
peace and order in England. He was seen as the ideal king — Activity :enry VI was the third Lancastrian king. They We’re Rlcht?rd, L?uke of York (1411-1460) was Henry VI s.
but could his successors recreate his success? . nown as the House of Lancaster because Henry’s cousin. Richard always swore loyalty to Henry until,
Just reading these pages grandfather (Henry IV) had been Duke of Lancaster in 1460, he said that he had a better claim to the
isn’t enough to understand before he became king. In 1445 Henry VI married the crown than Henry.
them. You need to transfer French princess, Margaret of Anjou. Their only son, When Richard was killed at the battle of Wakefield
\ this information into your @ Edward of Lancaster, (1460) his son, Edward, became Yorkist leader. He
own way of telling the story. = was born in 1453. was crowned King Edward IV in 1461. Edward’s main
2. 1422-1437 A child king — surprising success For example, can you tell supporter was Richard Neville, earl of Warwick.
Henry VI became king at 9 months old so the council of this outline story aloud in
nobles ruled England until Henry was 16. The nobles did your own words in 1 minute?

have quarrels but put loyalty to the young king before
personal ambitions. This was a successful time, close to
living up to Henry V’s successes.
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3. 1437-1450 Henry VI — failure as an adult

Henry VI was never an effective king. He always
remained child-like, unable to take decisions and \>

uninterested in war and government. The nobles tried

5. 1455-1459 A phoney peace
There were no more battles for four years. The
nobles wanted peace and to stay loyal to Henry VI

to govern in his name but serious problems developed despite his failures. However, in 1459, war broke
— the French lands were lost and violent disorder \ out because of distrust between the leaders.
increased. In 1450 there was a major protest rebellion
because people were so angry with these failures. This \\
was a very long way from Henry V’s success. 4. 1450-1455 The first battle
The first battle was not about who should be king. It 6. 1459-1461 The fight for the crown
was a fight between the Dukes of Somerset and York Henry’s wife, Queen Margaret, feared that York wanted
over who should be King Henry’s chief councillor. York to depose Henry. York feared that Margaret would attack
won and Somerset was killed. Everyone hoped that him. Their fears led them to build up armies and six
this battle would be the last and they could begin to battles were fought in 18 months. York was killed but his
rebuild England as a strong, united country. son, Edward, won the battle of Towton and became King
Edward IV. Henry and Margaret fled to Scotland. This
was the period of greatest violence — England had sunk a
long way from the successes of Henry V.
WEAK INDECISIVE DIVIDED, REBELLIOUS LITTLE WEALTH OR DANGER OF ATTACK FROM HIGH LEVELS OF
LEADERSHIP NOBILITY SPLENDOUR AT COURT FRANCE AND SCOTLAND CRIME AND DISORDER

PAGE 4



CHAPTER 1
The Story of the Wars of the Roses Continues — 1461 to 1485

2. Almost everyone, including the nobles,
wanted an end to violence and civil war.

The Essentials 1461-1485

1. Twice Edward IV made England more
peaceful - in the 1460s and the 1470s.

THE WARS OF THE ROSES: THE ESSENTIALS

3. Twice England plunged back into warfare because of the
actions of a very small number of individuals.

4. The periods of fighting were quite short but they created
great uncertainty and made further civil war more likely.
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Edward IV
Edward twice restored peace, making England
much stronger. This picture does not do justice to
.l the tall, fair, handsome Edward, the
| best-looking man to be king of England.

8. 1464-1469 Edward’s success in danger
The battles seemed over and England was more
peaceful but problems were brewing. Edward married
Elizabeth Woodville against Warwick’s wishes and did
not give Warwick the influence he wanted.

DECLINE

7. 1461-1464 Edward IV

takes control
Edward gradually restored peace,

10. 1471-1483 Edward IV’s success —
part 2
Again Edward made England more peaceful and
again people thought the battles were over.

working closely with the earl of
Warwick. They defeated the
remaining Lancastrians by 1464
and captured Henry VI who was
imprisoned.

9. 1470-1471 Warwick’s rebellion
topples Edward - briefly
England plunged back down into civil war. In 1470
Warwick rebelled, forcing Edward to flee abroad to
Burgundy. Warwick made Henry VI king again but
Edward returned with help from the Duke of

Burgundy. Edward killed Warwick at the battle of
Barnet, killed Henry’s son at the battle of Tewkesbury
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Richard Il

Richard was the younger
brother of Edward IV and an
excellent soldier. Everyone
was shocked when he

deposed Edward'’s son
(young Edward V) in 1483
and became king himself.

11. 1483 Shock and uncertainty
After Edward’s sudden death in 1483 his 13 year-old son
became king as Edward V. To everyone’s surprise, young DECLINE
Edward'’s uncle Richard seized the crown. Edward and
his brother, the ‘Princes in the Tower’, disappeared.

Henry VII (Henry Tudor)
Henry had no chance of becoming
king until young Edward V
disappeared. Now, many
Englishmen distrusted Richard Il
and wanted to depose him. They
chose Henry as their alternative
king because he was related to
Henry VI. But no-
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12. 1483-1485
Rebellion against Richard lli
Richard’s seizure of the crown created enemies.
They chose Henry Tudor as leader in their fight
to depose Richard. One rebellion failed in 1483
but rebels fled to France to join Henry Tudor.

\\

one knew much
about him as he’d
lived abroad since

13. 1485 Bosworth

Henry Tudor killed Richard Ill at the battle of Bosworth,
helped by French and Scottish troops and many men

and had Henry VI murdered in the Tower of London. e who had supported Edward IV. It was Henry’s turn to try
to restore the success of Henry V’s reign 70 years earlier.
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